
This fact sheet contains the most current, available data. For additional information on development of 
this indicator, please see the Environmental Indicators Technical Report, 2nd Edition. 

MILESTONE: Attain the 1-hour and 8-hour air quality standards for ozone 
statewide by 2007 (by 2005 in the south for 1-hour ozone) 
 
INDICATOR:  Number of exceedances of the ozone standard (1-hour & 8-
hour) 

                    1988   1989   1999   1991   1992   1993   1994   1995   1996   1997   1998   1999   2000   2001 
 
Old standard     45        18       23        26        9       18         7       14         6       10         4       10         4        11 
New standard    61        49      50        68      34        61      36       36       33        36      47        46      19        35 
 
Overall the trend in ozone levels in the past decade has been downward and significant progress 
has been made towards attaining the standard, although much still needs to be done. Year-to-year 
fluctuations in the number of days on which the standards are exceeded are due in part to 
variations in weather.  Ozone is a summertime pollutant and hot temperatures, as experienced in 
2001, can result in a greater number of high-ozone days than what was experienced in 2000 
when cooler temperatures prevailed.  However, when viewing the trends over a number of years, 
an overall decrease is observed. We believe this is the result of several types of emissions 
reductions including automobile and industrial sources.  However, the comparisons of the 1-hour 
standard exceedances to the new 8-hour standard exceedances show that there is still much to do.  
Additional emissions reductions, including reductions in pollutants in upwind states, will be 
needed if this new ozone standard is to be met. 
 
Data Source: NJDEP Air Quality Management 
 

Clean Air Criteria Air Pollutants 

Days on Which the Old and New 
Ozone Standards Have Been Exceeded in New Jersey

1988 - 2001*
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